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Literary 
Annuals



The Drawing Room Scrap-Book (1837) 
Edited by L.E.L. (Letitia Elizabeth Landon)

Finden’s Tableaux (1840)
Edited by Mary Russell Mitford



Using Periodicals in 
Creative Research and Teaching

• Pay attention to your questions
• Question your assumptions
• Learn how to turn the page
• Learn how to read the page
• Download periodicals on Google 

Books
• Shop for and buy periodicals 

everywhere you go
• Examine original artifacts
• Make connections
• Look for empty spaces
• Go out on a limb



The Lady’s Newspaper
Title page from the first issue 

(2 January 1847)
Questions:

How do the activities depicted in each cameo feature reflect expectations 
for women? 

How was a newspaper different than other women’s periodicals in 1847?

What was appropriate news for women?

What are working-class women reading?

Why is this women’s periodical edited by a man, Charles Dance? 

Would the periodical be different if edited by a woman? 

What women were working as editors in 1847? How much control did 
they have over content?



The Lady’s Newspaper
(6 February 1847)

Questions:

What is going on in this illustration?

Why is the lead story titled “Hearts versus Clubs,” and how does it relate to 
the violent illustration beneath it?

Was this appropriate news for the “lady” reader in 1847? Did any of them 
complain?

How does the price of the Lady’s Newspaper (6d.) compare with other 
periodicals?

How does a women’s newspaper compare with other newspapers, such as 
the London Times?



Hand-colored fashion plate from the
New Monthly Belle Assemblée

(January 1838)

Poetry in the 
New Monthly Belle Assemblée 

(October 1848)

Questions:

Why was poetry a necessity in women’s 
periodicals?

What does poetry have to do with femininity 
and fashion?

What do the NMBA volumes have in 
common with their predecessors and 
competitors, literary annuals?

Who paints these watercolor illustrations and 
what are their working conditions?

Who is A. T----*?

Where are the sales figures and publishing 
archives for this title? Who is its editor?



Readers and Women’s Periodicals: 
Correspondence, competitions, columns

“The Englishwoman’s Conversazione”
The Englishwoman’s Domestic Magazine 

(November, 1864)

Questions:

What topics are being discussed and how do they 
relate to current events or customs?

How do we know the feature was a success with 
readers?

Who wrote the columns?

Were letters to editors and contributors to prize 
competitions really written by readers, or were 
they written by others as a marketing ploy?



“The Victim” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson
The Queen, the Lady’s Newspaper

(11 January 1868)

Q: Why is Tennyson publishing in a women’s periodical? What 
were his terms? Did he have discussions with the editor about 
where the poem would be placed?



“The Victim” 
Good Words (January 1868)

Q: What is the effect of the thematically unrelated illustration on the left on my reading of the poem? How does the poem’s 
designated illustration (on the right) enhance or detract from meaning in the poem? How is meaning in the poem different 
when published within a volume, without the image? Or when published in the Queen?



Title page of the
Ladies’ Treasury (1858)

Advertising needlework products in
Myra’s Threepenny Journal (1882)

Color lithograph of quilt pattern
From the Girls’ Own Paper (1880)

Q: How do periodicals 
demonstrate communities of 
women?

Q: Why was needlework work so 
important to 19c women? Did 
advertising reflect or create desire 
for needlework products?

Q: When did patchwork quilting 
become a leisurely pastime for 
girls?

When did girls have their own 
periodicals?



1840 to 1890
Questions:

Why did sizes vary?

What is left out when the 
issues are bound?

What is the benefit of 
bound volumes?

How did the physical format 
of women’s periodicals 
change from the Ladies’ 
Cabinet (1840) to The 
Women’s Penny Paper 
(1890)?

How do the contents 
change, and what changes 
can we observe about 
women’s lives?



Q: What relationship do periodicals have with 
other material artifacts?

Focus scene on the textile of a 
comforter made during the 
Mexican War in the United 
States (1846-1848).  

The Dolph Briscoe Center for American 

History at the University of Texas at Austin.



General Ulysses S. Grant: 

“The battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma [May 8-9, 1846] 
seemed to us engaged, as pretty important affairs; but we had 

only a faint conception of their magnitude until they were fought 
over in the North by the Press and the reports came back to us” 

(Grant Memoirs 46)

Q: What does this have to do with the comforter?



“War News from Mexico”
Lithograph after painting by Richard Caton Woodville. 

Library of Congress, OC-DIG-pga-03891.



Tracing the chain of texts from newspaper reportage 
to lithograph to domestic artifact



Lindsay & Blakiston include a wood engraved copy of the lithograph in 
a history of the war and repurpose it in a series of books for “young 
people.” The lithographed image also migrates to an upholstery 
textile, which eventually gets repurposed as a comforter.



The cycle is complete as the 
textile gets inscribed 

with a patriotic message 
that responds to newspaper 

reportage.
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