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n every. profession ; but if
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composition,

) In fact, it may be safely stated that
nothing can

be worse done in this respect than the
casual paragraphs of the general Daily Press, which
appear to be inserted ang published as they come
rough and crude from the unpolished pens of unedu-
cated men, who have but one object in view, viz.,
that of making as many words as possible out of the

paste, when wused alone, may be the mechanical
manipulators of the slovenly Sub-editor ; but the
man who takes a pride in his work, and makes it his
object to cram just as much mnews as itis possible
into his columns, derives but very little help from
such articles ; which, unassisted by anything in the
shape of literary talent, present a rough sEccimen of
literary slauglifering that is as clumsy in the reading
as it is inartistic in its preparation.. Newspapers
which are made up of matter carelessly culled from

ever a thorough-goin » drudg- || matter in hand ; and when paragraphs of this
3 ing fag was embod%ed and /! description are pitchforked, nsp %t gfrzl;e,f into _;c.{llle
columns of a wee
RS s 5‘1 % journal, with thg
,@a’ g simple excision of a
$ by few lines here and
L there by way of an
easy abbreviating
process, they will be
found to read some-
%hil?lg after this
ashion :—
ersonified, it must fat.alo Lﬁﬂd?ﬁgs
ave been in the liv- to the 6.45 down express
ing fom,of @ s b Sl
%aper : Sub - ed.‘t.m" and - Crush Station, on
his is a position the Break - neck line,
which cannot be held ﬁear t.hie'h Smashde;n junc-
by a fool, and it is above alluded to,tr:gé
one that mno clever, just being shunted -as
able man will hold a Watson signalled for
day longer than he danger, and -the conse-
can help.  Whoever S e !
thinks of appreciat- tioned, failed in his ob-
iogon pEemcyy ?hg A Brwh s e
Pai'PSt'a g min ath .
g il e
muc rom collision !

. the grain as to make Now, the above is
the latter readable an every-day speei-
and amusing ? What men of the scissors
newspaper reader — and paste work which
e:_cceptﬁhosq proie;s- is to1 balfound in-all
sionally in e carelessly.- prepared
secret — ever com- pers. %evel::-al ines

_ pares the long, dry, ve been .slashed

" prosy article of two out to reduce space,
or more columns with but - nothing of an
the neat little par. explanatory or ce-
of some forty lines, menting process has
which contains the been inserted in-
whole pith of the stead, and the rough
matter, and remarks -ends caused by the
upon its clever terse- e, choppingand slaugh-
ness, and the con- No. 2.—THE SUB-EDITOR. = tering process have
densed comprehen- ; been jumbled toge-
siveness of the whole ,.L ther to fit in -as
case? Scissors and & they best may. The

reader is left to his own imagination to find out who
““ Watson ” is, and where “Smith, the man pre-
viously alluded to,” came from, whilst *“poor Colling
and Brown, ’ who are unceremoniously introduced
into the case without any explanatory description,
only add to the confusion of the whole, and assist to
make the unreadable mystery more puzzling than
ever ; while the ¢ timber-trucks " and the *first
collision” are also matters for general speculation,
according the inquisitiveness of 510 reader.

daily papers present but a sorry specimen of literary

Amongst the many unseen, unknown, and oconse.
&
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=—" ¢ tho literary fag ; and it is not surprisiy

o lot _°fc:::tnnt ’ :gllar " work causes n littIE occag.
that th}?bbing which, in most cases, ends in the
giond 3111_ vork edging himselfinto a better position,
man oflﬂor clerical men seldom make goo general
Pg{l'tnrﬂ from the very fact that they considep

ub-edi nothing like leather, or, in other words, no
thcl'el':‘i o that which_concerns the vofessiong which
ows 1Y adorned.  Your legal Sub. would 'f11 his
they mllivitll the news of the various law-courts, if
iournn himself, in the same way as the ex. ATSON
eft tlo w0 deep into Church matters and theological
woult versics, for the benefit of his readers, if left to
‘”?nm!n uncurbed fancies,  Such Sub-editors ag those
his 0“111“1"“‘ to may always be known by their work,
herﬁ‘l" enerally presents anything but a professional
“]m'«&lglce. Classification is seldom or ever resorted
. lev s‘uc.ll men, because of its trouble ; therefore, the
o "?r put more unsightly plan is adopted of utting
etlts:;n" head-lines to all the paragraphs, and allowin g
%ﬂm to stand in the qaper just as the compositors

s ticd them on the galley. Wheneverso glaring an
F[ﬁ)ﬂmcc occurs of departure from the more artistic
l‘I:ldltnstu:fnl plan of placing every paragraph under
: proper head, and thus affording the reader the
ready opportunity of turning to the right place for
‘the mews sought for, it may always be understood
that 2 man of scissors and paste is at the bottom of
it all, and that he is one who takes no pride in his
work, but merely fills up his paper as speedily and
gs easily as possible,

Amongst the many papers which emanate from the
Metropolitan Press, the ““‘Pall Mall Gazette” and
#Jlustrated London News” may be mentioned as
the most perfect specimens of neat and intelligible
condensation. In these journals it is evident that
everything is most carefully written down by men
well up to their work, and, what is more, who tal.ne
8 pride in having it done well. There is no paper in
England more greedily seized upon by the men o.f
scissors and paste than the ¢Pall Mall Gazette,
vhich seldom or ever gets any credit from the pil-
ferers, who mainly depend upon its style and ability
for the means of getting through their work. The
transfer of paragraphs from these journals may safely
be performed by the scissors alone ; for, with the
exception of altering dates, it is seldom that a word
tan be either omitted or added to their clear and per-
fect style of condensed narration. : .
We have gone somewhat fully into the case of the
Sub-editor because there is every reason to believe
that an idea has grown up in the minds of news-
Daper profrietors that any one can do the work who
¢n simply read and write. 'This idea will prove
4D egregious error whenever it is put into practice ;
for, while it is admitted that an(f person can easily

the paper, it cannot be denied that it requires a
man of taste, judgment, much clear discernment,
a0d 1o small share of literary ability to make one

Wteresting, and thus well and extensivel patronised.
6t must be admitted, with truth an regret, that
¢ school for this useful class of Press-men is fast
. g away ; and that the pressure of the competi-
1bon the Provincial Weekly Press by the cheap
London and other dailies is gradually reducing the
forial staff of guch journals to the paragraph
and advertisement collector in one person,
© press reader and literary fag in another;
¥ho, with the assistance of a leader-writer at a dis-
in o 80d the columns of the ¢ Pall Mall Gazette,
Y Instances succeed in producing a very fnelé
:’:PE Without an editor or sub-editor bein ;equlrlt
. Personal efficiency and position. .

D COLON
lAL PRESS NEWS.

may, therefore, bhe looked upon as a ver i
Y appropriate
:;g::monft and a happy thmFth of the Lo]r}n!(ioxf’ Cor-
: .t'l's of the Pressto amg gamate their duties and
;1[; 31 100 with those of the Sub-editor ; for certain it
= lfﬂl In the whole round of the Press no two men
efess appreciated or more slighted for the skilful
per. ormance of tpe numerouns %odding, brain-rack.
}nﬁ, and Painstaking items of Press drudgery which
allto their lot than the the Sup-Eprror and READER,

]
Detters nddvessed o the @ditox,

e
; TROUBLESOME APPRENTICES,
S, —I was foolish enou

ago, to take two
88 a printer and

156

.enough, some eighteen monthsg
arish afgmrentices to my business,
ookbinder, with each of whom I
am to Ect_ £10 premium ; and now I wish I was clear
of my bargains. One don’t like presswork, and only

spoils the work when I put him to it ; the other only

takes to binding, and is too much of a dunce ever to
make a com

positor of. The parish authorities com-
plain if T send them out on errands, and threaten a
{:rosecutian if I do not learn the boys their business,
am half inclined to cancel their indentures, but
wish to know if I can do so with the mutual coneur-
rence of both the boys, who, I find, would willin ly
allow me to turn them over to a wheelwright an%l a
packing-case maker, to which trades they seem to
take. Imay add that I have only received half the
premium with each boy, the parish officers refusing to
ay any more until they perceive some signs of m
clency in their charges. ~ Please tell-me what 1
best do in such a case, as these boys nearly worry
my life out.—ArTHUR.— We certainly sympathisa
with you.in your difficulties, but are quite certain
that you cannot cancel the indentures unless all
parties are agreeable todoso. 1f the new masters are
willing to take the boys off your hands for £5 each,
and the lads are ready to go, there ought not to he
much difficulty in the matter; but parish. apprens
tices are often terrible bores.—Ep. P.N.] I

OVER WEIGHTED FOUNTS
- 81r,—Last month, I ordered a founy ot three ewt.  of
brevier roman, with an average supply of italic to it H
and, to my surprise, when I came to lay the new type
in the case, found- that I had got mnearly as much
italic as roman. Upon remonstrating with the type-
founder as to what he calls an average weight. of
italic to a fount of three cwt. of roman, and complain-
ing of being over-weighted in thisinstance, he shows
me a note, written by my foreman (as my. order wasg
only verbal, or taken down in writing by his agent,
and of which I have no copy), which reads thus :—
‘3 cwt. of brevier roman, upper and lower ; ditto,
ditto, italic ditto.” Type-founder refuses to take
back the italic, and what am I to do ?—«[Tr’s our
reading, the mistake is certainly your foreman’s, for
whom, as he is your servant, you are liable., The
best way to get out of the difficulty will be to arrange
with your type-founder to let you have the same
value of some other type, which, we imagine, he
will not object to. In ordering type printers cannot
be too careful, and should always arrange for all sur.
plus sorts to be exchanged for others of the same
weight. Some type-founders supply their founts
verfr' evenly ; others send them in anyhow, as if tq
romote a continual casting up; but the sa

clause, here mentioned, would always remedy sw

an evil as that. Some printers have been known to
be so exact in ordering a fount as to give the precise
weight to each letter ; but it is not every one who will
tnkg the trouble.. For a roman fount of three cwt.,
swe should say 50 1bs. of italic would be ample ; unless



